Dear (name),

As you struggle to cope with the rising cost of living in the Bay Area. We ask you to think of how especially desperate this situation is for the working poor and homeless in our city. Just look around. Every day you see the poor and homeless with their tattered coats, dirty clothing, and worn out shoes. These are often the lucky ones –the ones who at least have a coat and shoes. 

You can make a difference. You can help.
(Organization name) will be holding a men’s clothing drive from (date) to (date) to support the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
The Vincentian Help Desk, located in the Tenderloin, is a program of the St. Vincent de Paul Society of San Francisco. Over 1,200 people come to the Vincentian Help Desk every month - most of them men – and are given a fresh change of clothes, a jacket, and a pair of shoes.
Please join me by bringing new or gently used bags of men’s clothing and placing them in the St. Vincent de Paul Society bins. The bins will be located (describe location). 
Items that are most needed are:

· Shoes

· Jackets

· Pants

· Shirts

· New socks and underwear

· Belts, Hats and Gloves

You can also make a cash donation or volunteer at the Vincentian Help Desk by sorting clothes. 

The need is great. Can you help?
Many thanks,

(company / organization executive or clothing drive leader name)

About the St. Vincent de Paul Society
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Every day the St. Vincent de Paul Society feeds, clothes, shelters and helps over 1,000 men, women and children, serving more than 72,000 individuals a year with programs that help the most fragile people in our community - those suffering from homelessness, poverty, domestic violence and addiction. The Society’s programs include the largest homeless shelter in Northern California, the largest continuum of battered women’s shelters and services in the city, and one of only two programs in San Francisco that distributes free clothing.  For more information, please visit www.svdp-sf.org.
